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John R. Erickson : The Modern Cowboy: Second Edition (Western Life)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Modern Cowboy: Second Edition (Western Life): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Sun Hasn't Set Just YetBy KarkstaThis is a very heartfelt and 
honest book about being a modern cowboy, the business of ranching, and an acknowledgement that things are 
changing for both and most likely not for the better. It's a book I believe will endure because, as is stated in the book, 
the cowboy way of life still endures. Cowboys have not gone the way of fur traders and buffalo hunters, but have 
managed to evolve. For how long? The author's not sure, but the sun hasn't set just yet.0 of 0 people found the 
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following review helpful. A frank account of the grit and labor that fill ...By Dr. Kelly NicholsonA frank account of 
the grit and labor that fill the life of modern work upon the range - Erickson celebrates the cowboy even while 
describing his life in a way that will make only the toughest and most intrepid want to venture into his world. KN0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent talesBy John WrightVery good write up of how the modern 
cowboys operate--at least in Oklahoma. All of his books put a nice perspective on the cowboy life of today.

ldquo;The American cowboy is a mythical character who refuses to die,rdquo; says author John R. Erickson. On the 
one hand he is a common man: a laborer, a hired hand who works for wages. Yet in his lonely struggle against nature 
and animal cunning, he becomes larger than life. Who is this cowboy? Where did he come from and where is he 
today? Erickson addresses these questions based on firsthand observation and experience in Texas and Oklahoma. And 
in the process of describing and defining the modern working cowboymdash;his work, his tools and equipment, his 
horse, his roping technique, his style of dress, his relationships with his wife and his employermdash;Erickson gives a 
thorough description of modern ranching, the economic milieu in which the cowboy operates. The first edition of this 
book was published in 1981. For this second edition Erickson has thoroughly revised and expanded the book to 
discuss recent developments in cowboy culture, making The Modern Cowboy the most up-to-date source on cowboy 
and ranch life today. ldquo;We meet the modern cowboy (his dress depends on weather, chores, and vanity) and 
follow him through the year: spring roundup, branding and lsquo;workingrsquo; the calves; spotting problem animals 
and cutting them from the herd; repairing windmills and mending fences; fall roundup, and feeding animals in winter. . 
. . This is a lively portrait, sure to appeal to all Western buffs.rdquo;mdash; Publishers Weekly

"Erickson has caught the ambience of the working cowboy, what he loves to do, and what he must do to keep a ranch 
operating day-to-day and season-to-season. In doing this, he actually provides an account of how much cowboying has 
changed in the hundred or so years of its existence."About the AuthorJohn R. Erickson, born in Midland, Texas, and 
raised in the Texas Panhandle town of Perryton, is a fifth-generation Texan with ranching roots back to the 1850s. He 
graduated from the University of Texas and studied at the Harvard Divinity School, but made his living on horseback 
while pursuing his writing. His Hank the Cowdog series has become a national favorite. He and his wife run their own 
ranch and commercial beef cattle operation. A member of the Texas Institute of Letters, Erickson has been profiled in 
Southern Living, American Cowboy Magazine, and on CBSrsquo;s Evening News with Dan Rather. He is the author 
of seven books in UNT Pressrsquo;s Western Life Series. 


