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Paul Slovic : The Feeling of Risk: New Perspectives on Risk Perception (Earthscan Risk in Society)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Feeling of Risk: New 
Perspectives on Risk Perception (Earthscan Risk in Society): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Insightful, solid starting point for life scientists interested in risk 
perceptionBy JamesSlovic is not only an icon in the field of risk perception, he is also an outstanding writer and 
scholar. "The Feeling of Risk" is a collection of previously published, well written manuscripts, each of which is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00GDC73Y0


valuable both as a reference and as a source of references, as each manuscript is well supported with a litany of 
references to related research. I would recommend this book to any life scientist who participates in risk 
communication and risk management.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Another first-rate Slovic-
edited volume on RiskBy Worddancer ReduxLike its predecessors, this is, overall, an accessible, thoughtful and 
thought-provoking collection. I plan to use much of it--along with some of the papers from the PERCEPTION OF 
RISK-- in a course that has a unit on risk in the environmental context.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. An excellent collection and very highly recommendedBy Midwest Book ReviewRisk proves as a deterrent to 
our otherwise impulsive selves. "The Feeling of Risk: New Perspectives on Risk Perception" discusses risk and its 
place in our world and our psyche. Many authors and thinkers converge and discuss risk as a model for feelings, its 
impact on culture, its effects on democracy, risk on the world stage, our mental minds in overestimating risks, and how 
risks are shared throughout the public knowledge and world. Scholarly and insightful, "The Feeling of Risk" is an 
excellent collection and very highly recommended.

The Feeling of Risk brings together the work of Paul Slovic, one of the world's leading analysts of risk, to describe the 
extension of risk perception research into the first decade of this new century. In this collection of important works, 
Paul Slovic explores the conception of 'risk as feelings' and examines the interaction of feeling and cognition in the 
perception of risk. He also examines the elements of knowledge, cognitive skill, and communication necessary for 
good decisions in the face of risk.The first section of the book looks at the difficulty of understanding risk without an 
emotional component, for example that disaster statistics lack emotion and thus fail to convey the true meaning of 
disasters and fail to motivate proper action to prevent them. The book also highlights other important perspectives on 
risk arising from cultural worldviews and concerns about specific hazards pertaining to blood transfusion, 
biotechnology, prescription drugs, smoking, terrorism, and nanotechnology. Following on from The Perception of 
Risk (2000), this book presents some of the most significant research on risk perception in recent years, providing 
essential lessons for all those involved in risk perception and communication.

'To understand how people deal with risk, you have to begin with the psychology of risk. To understand the 
psychology of risk, you have to begin with the work of Paul Slovic. This book is fundamental: Anyone concerned with 
risk in any of its various and shifting forms absolutely must read it.' - Dan Gardner, author of Risk: The Science and 
Politics of Fear nbsp;'No one has done more to increase our understanding of perceived risk than Paul Slovic. This 
book provides a compilation of much of Slovic's recent research on the determinants of risk perceptions. The research 
focus is on two thought-provoking ideas. First, it is argued that risk perceptions often follow quick (and often 
unconscious) like or disliking affective judgments rather than risk perceptions leading to the liking or disliking of an 
activity. Second, it is argued that perceptions of risk are, at least in part, determined by cultural worldviews. Again, the 
idea is that 'facts' and 'values' both determine risk perceptions in ways not previously understood. Beyond the 
determinants of risk perceptions this book also discusses the important implications of the psychology of risk 
perceptions for government policies to regulate hazardous activities. Once again Paul Slovic has demonstrated why he 
has long been the leading thinker dealing with perceived risk.' - John W. Payne, The Joseph J. Ruvane, Jr. Professor of 
Business, Fuqua School of Business, Duke University, USA 'Slovic provides a unique account of our current 
understanding of risk perception, one which will be invaluable for all students of the relationship between feeling and 
cognition in risk decision-making and communication.' - Professor Glynis M Breakwell, Vice-Chancellor, University 
of Bath, UK 'Given the risks we face as a species, the risks of getting risk 'wrong' are too great. Understanding how we 
perceive risk is the first step toward making healthier choices for ourselves and our society. This is an important book, 
at a critical time, and should be high on every policymaker's reading list.' - David Ropeik, author of 'How Risky Is It, 
Really? Why Our Fears Don't Always Match the Facts' 'The book would be very useful for anyone who is concerned 
with any aspect or type of risk study and would like to have the overall and complete information on the factors 
governing risk and of decision making in general, a must read this book.' - International Journal of Performability 
Engineering 'Ultimately, the bookrsquo;s contribution to homeland security and emergency management scholars and 
practitioners lies in the fact that it raises our awareness of the many ways of viewing risk. It challenges us to 
contemplate the multifaceted elements of risk, the ways in which we perceive it, and the decisions we make in 
response to it.'- Nicholas V. Cagliuso Sr.,nbsp;Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Managementnbsp;About 
the AuthorPaul Slovic is a founder and President of Decision Research, a non-profit research organization 
investigating human judgment, decision-making, and risk. He is also a Professor in the Department of Psychology, 
University of Oregon and a past President of the Society for Risk Analysis. 


