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Ted Genoways : The Chain: Farm, Factory, and the Fate of Our Food  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Chain: Farm, Factory, and the Fate of Our Food: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Besides being a great tell-all bookBy ccreviewerBesides being a 
great tell-all book, much like a modern day "the Jungle", thus book was written so well I couldn't put it down! Thanks 
to the author for putting the time into exposing the full costs of the cheap meats so many people choose1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. just amazing! I cannot believe that Hormel as gotten as ...By Julia Cousineaujust 
amazing! I cannot believe that Hormel as gotten as big as it has and that people still eat Spam???!!!!!there is just no 
way to fight again that corporation and it's horrendous acts of worker disregard and animal cruelty. how can such a 
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plague on the nation ever be stopped? Plus there will never be enough people who will stop eating pork--in particular 
bacon!No one can get inside their plants, they have full security all around. no one can stop their progress.what does 
that even begin to say about us as a nation of greed at all costs.Very informative book--if it doesn't make you cringe 
and want to stop eating pork I don't know what other book could.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The 
Chain does a good job of combining stories of real people with cold ...By Nathan DanielsThe Chain does a good job of 
combining stories of real people with cold facts. That combination of anecdotes plus statistics is the best way to 
convince people to change their mind about something. I learned a lot, and I would recommend The Chain to others.I 
read some reviews that were unfavorable because the book did not focus enough on the suffering of animals (and 
presumably, the superiority of veganism). Yeah, the book isn't about that. It's about humans. It may be a book from an 
omnivore's perspective, but there's nothing wrong with that. This book shows that people who do eat meat should be 
paying more attention to the safety and regulation of their food. Even if you are a vegan, giving this book to an 
omnivore friend could lead them to eat less meat, or look further into the suffering of animals, even if it wasn't a main 
emphasis. The morality of eating meat is never brought up in The Chain, but the book is effective and important 
without it.

A harrowing investigation of the tortuous path our food products takemdash;from slaughter to SpamOn the production 
line in American packing-houses, there is one cardinal rule: the chain never slows. Under pressure to increase supply, 
the supervisors of meat-processing plants have routinely accelerated the pace of conveyors, leading to inhumane 
conditions, increased accidents, and food of questionable, often dangerous quality. In The Chain, acclaimed journalist 
Ted Genoways uses the story of Hormel Foods and its most famous product, Spammdash;a recession-era 
staplemdash;to probe the state of the meatpacking industry, including the expansion of agribusiness and the effects of 
immigrant labor on Middle America.Interviewing scores of line workers, union leaders, hog farmers, and local 
politicians and activists, Genoways reveals an industry pushed to its breaking point. Along the way, he exposes 
alarming new trends: sick or permanently disabled workers, abused animals, water and soil pollution, and mounting 
conflict between small towns and immigrant labor.The narrative moves across the heartlandmdash;from Minnesota, to 
witness the cut-and-kill operation; to Iowa, to observe breeding and farrowing in massive hog barns; to Nebraska, to 
see the tense town hall meetings and broken windows in reaction to the arrival of Hispanic workers; and back to 
Minnesota, where political refugees from Burma give the workforce the power it needs to fight back.A searching 
exposeacute; in the tradition of Upton Sinclair, Rachel Carson, and Eric Schlosser, The Chain is a mesmerizing story 
and an urgent warning about the hidden costs of the food we eat.

"An exhaustive examination of this industry. . . . [Listeners] curious about meatpacking and agriculture as well as the 
social, economic, and environmental impacts of the food industry will find Genoways's nonfiction debut a valuable 
and stimulating read." ---Library Journal Starred From the Back CoverA harrowing investigation of the tortuous path 
our food products takemdash;from slaughter to SpamOn the production line in American packing-houses, there is one 
cardinal rule: the chain never slows. Under pressure to increase supply, the supervisors of meat-processing plants have 
routinely accelerated the pace of conveyors, leading to inhumane conditions, increased accidents, and food of 
questionable, often dangerous quality. In The Chain, acclaimed journalist Ted Genoways uses the story of Hormel 
Foods and its most famous product, Spammdash;a recession-era staplemdash;to probe the state of the meatpacking 
industry, including the expansion of agribusiness and the effects of immigrant labor on Middle America.Interviewing 
scores of line workers, union leaders, hog farmers, and local politicians and activists, Genoways reveals an industry 
pushed to its breaking point. Along the way, he exposes alarming new trends: sick or permanently disabled workers, 
abused animals, water and soil pollution, and mounting conflict between small towns and immigrant labor.The 
narrative moves across the heartlandmdash;from Minnesota, to witness the cut-and-kill operation; to Iowa, to observe 
breeding and farrowing in massive hog barns; to Nebraska, to see the tense town hall meetings and broken windows in 
reaction to the arrival of Hispanic workers; and back to Minnesota, where political refugees from Burma give the 
workforce the power it needs to fight back.A searching exposeacute; in the tradition of Upton Sinclair, Rachel Carson, 
and Eric Schlosser, The Chain is a mesmerizing story and an urgent warning about the hidden costs of the food we 
eat.About the AuthorTed Genoways, an award-winning poet, journalist, and editor, is the author of Walt Whitman and 
the Civil War. He served as editor of the Virginia Quarterly from 2003 to 2012, during which time the magazine won 
six National Magazine Awards. He is a winner of the James Aronson Award for Social Justice Journalism. Ted lives in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, with his family.Audiobook veteran Michael Kramer has recorded more than two hundred 
audiobooks for trade publishers and many more for the Library of Congress Talking Books program. An AudioFile 
Earphones Award winner and an Audie Award nominee, he earned a Publishers Weekly Listen-Up Award for his 
reading of Savages by Don Winslow. 


