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David George Surdam : The Big Leagues Go to Washington: Congressand Sports Antitrust, 1951-1989 before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Big Leagues Go to
Washington: Congress and Sports Antitrust, 1951-1989:

Between 1951 and 1989, Congress held a series of hearings to investigate the antitrust aspects of professional sports


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00VCDUPIQ

leagues. Among the concerns: ownership control of players, restrictions on new franchises, territorial protection, and
other cartel-like behaviors.nbsp;In The Big Leagues Go to Washington, David Surdam chronicles the key issues that
arose during the hearings and the ways opposing sides used economic data and theory to define what was right, what
was feasible, and what was advantageous to one party or ancther. As Surdam shows, the hearings affected matters as
fundamental to the modern game as broadcasting rights, player drafts and unions, league mergers, and the dominance
of the New Y ork Y ankees. He also charts how lawmakers from the West and South pressed for the rel ocation of ailing
franchisesto their states and the ways savvy owners dodged congressional interference when they could and adapted
to it when necessary.

"One need not hold a Ph.D. in economics to follow Surdam's arguments, yet the book will also appeal to those who
do." --Michael Haupert, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse "David George Surdam's book, The Big Leagues Go to
Washington: Congress and Sports Antitrust, 1951-1989, provides a highly effective link between the widely-known
judicial history of professiona sports leagues and the far more obscure history of Congressional investigations into
sports monopoly powerhellip; Surdam provides fascinating anecdotes that elucidate how Congress review of
professional sports leagues monopoly power was not simply about applying antitrust law to a particular industry, but
rather seeking to protect deeply held interests of local constituencies.--World Competition nbsp;



