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Carol Dawson, Roger Allen Polson : Miles and Miles of Texas: 100 Years of the Texas Highway Department 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Miles and Miles of 
Texas: 100 Years of the Texas Highway Department: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Highways Can Be InterestingBy Russell HardingDon't think that a 
book about highways has to be dull or boring. Miles and Miles of Texas is very interesting, informative and very 
wellwritten. Describes very clearly how the development and expansion of highways played a major role in economic 
and socialadvancement in Texas. The political machinations in highway financing and development is particularly 
interesting, and thepictures of the development and expansion of highways throughout Texas over a 100 year period 
are alone worth the price of the book.Anyone with an interest in Texas history will find this book to provide a valuable 
contribution to an important componentof Texas history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 
massive book covering the history of the roads of Texas - fascinating and well done!By 80 ShadesThis is an excellent 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01LPC6O2Y


coffee-table style book with a wonderful history of the highways of Texas (both past and present). There are hundreds 
of excellent glossy photos that really paint a portrait of how this massive state has grown from dirt roads all the way to 
modern massive freeway systems. This would make a perfect gift for anyone who is a fan of the history of the open 
road (and Texas roads in particular). Highly recommended!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I love 
this bookBy Patricia ChapmanI love this book. The story of how the bisons and mastodons created the trails leading to 
food and water grew into todays highways leading to food and water is fascinating and sometimes funny. The 
complicated story is presented simply and logically and pleasantly. Thanks and kudos to the author.

On the eve of its centennial, Carol Dawson and Roger Allen Polson present almost 100 years of history and never-
before-seen photographs that track the development of the Texas Highway Department. An agency originally created 
ldquo;to get the farmer out of the mud,rdquo; it has gone on to build the vast network of roads that now connects every 
corner of the state. When the Texas Highway Department (now called the Texas Department of Transportation or 
TxDOT) was created in 1917, there were only about 200,000 cars in Texas traveling on fewer than a thousand miles of 
paved roads. Today, after 100 years of the Texas Highway Department, the state boasts over 80,000 miles of paved, 
state-maintained roads that accommodate more than 25 million vehicles. Sure to interest history enthusiasts and casual 
readers alike, decades of progress and turmoil, development and disaster, and politics and corruption come together 
once more in these pages, which tell the remarkable story of an infrastructure 100 years in the making.

ldquo;For their diligent research, authors Carol Dawson and Roger Polson deserve high accolades.nbsp; Their deep 
digging has resulted in the motherlode of entertaining stories.nbsp; Weaved well together, they tell the story of 
TxDOT and its lead actors whose visions and leadership have left a significant positive mark on Texas.rdquo; mdash; 
Lawrence Olsen nbsp; 


