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Richard Carter : Magento 1.4 Themes Design  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Magento 1.4 Themes Design: 

16 of 20 people found the following review helpful. Pure GarbageBy Jonathan EustaceThis book is a waste of paper. 
[...] The first chapter is wasted on how to install Magento. The second chapter on how to change things like your 
favicon and your logo (geez, I guess firebug wouldn't teach me that now would it).But the thing that upsets me the 
most is that there is so much white space on all the pages accompanied by massive photos of what you should be 
seeing on screen plus large font... that if you take this 269 page book and remove all the white space, then remove the 
photos you might be left 40 pages of what you would see in a standard programming book.The funny part is in the first 
chapter they waste about 15-20 pages on showing you how good other websites have made their Magento site look, 
but the book doesn't give us 1% of what is needed to customize a theme to that extent.If anybody is wondering about 
my background, I'm a 5 year OOP PHP developer, and even though this book is targeted at a beginner to Magento 
crowd... it really doesn't teach you anything.The book is so bad that I will never buy anything from Packt publishing 
ever again, I mean come on Packt... don't you read these books before you publish them? There is a ton of white 
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space!!!Richard Carter, I could write a better book on Magento then this and I just started playing around with the 
system 1 week ago. You should hold your head in shame. "Author" sheesh. I would rate 0 stars but 1 is minimum.2 of 
3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book to understand Magento Themes and best practiceBy Phil 
OakleyI have read many books about Magento and in my opinion Packt Publishings are some of the best. Although 
there are some good general and cookbook style Magento books around I think Magento Theming is an area that 
requires a dedicated book and I would say that if you are serious about your ecommerce store and getting the most 
from Magento I think Magento Theme Design 1.4 by Richard Carter is well worth a read - cover to cover.It is also 
important to note that many of the books currently available for Magento are based on version 1.3 that this book is 
currently as up to date as you can get (as far as I am aware all of the book is relevant to the recently released version 
1.5) being based on 1.4, this is especially important as there has been some significant changes in the area of themes in 
version 1.4 from 1.3.There is no doubt that Magento theme designing can be daunting and the more knowledge you 
have of HTML, CSS, XML and possibly of other CMS themes the less steep the learning curve well be. There is also 
certainly a big incentive to change the default theme as to me it is very ugly. The results you can get from just some of 
the techniques in this book can be make a huge difference to the look of you Magento store.Overall I enjoyed the style 
of the book and particularly found the build up of Richard's example site useful. A great feature of the book is that you 
can download the code used in the books which includes css files, xml files and even the images used in the 
examples.If you have no CSS skills at all probably best to start with a good CSS book. Overall a great book for anyone 
looking to improve their Magento theming skills.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great for Advanced 
users and developersBy quicotoA pretty cool book with useful tips. It covers: * Install and configure Magento 1.4 and 
learn the fundamental principles behind Magento themes. * Customize the appearance of your Magento 1.4 e-
commerce store with Magento's powerful theming engine by changing Magento templates, skin files and layout files. * 
Change the basics of your Magento theme from the logo of your store to the color scheme of your theme. * Integrate 
popular social media aspects such as Twitter and facebook into your Magento store.It's extensive, about 292 pages. It 
goes from basic configurations to nasty piece of codes :PDownloadWhat about Magento 1.5?I wouldn't be worried 
about it. Even it the new 1.5 has some new features, you will be able to learn and customize everything within the 
book.

The book is written in an informal tone with clear, step-by-step guides through the major tasks in the book. This book 
is aimed at web designers and web developers who are not familiar with Magento at all, and at Magento designers and 
developers who are more familiar with Magento 1.3 than Magento 1.4. The book assumes knowledge of HTML and 
CSS and an awareness, but not in-depth knowledge of, PHP syntax.
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