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Plurilateral, Regional, and Unilateral Initiatives (Cambridge International Trade and Economic Law): 

After ten years the Doha Development Round is effectively dead. A broadly comprehensive round of trade 
negotiations reminiscent of the Doha agenda or the Uruguay Round will not likely be attempted again in the 
foreseeable future. Although some have suggested that Doha's demise threatens the continued existence of the 
GATT/WTO system, even with some risks of increasing protectionism, the United States, the European Union, Japan, 
Brazil, China, and India, among others, have far too much to lose to make abandoning the WTO a rational option. If 
there is reason for cautious optimism post-Doha it is because there are alternatives to a comprehensive package of new 
or amended multilateral agreements. In addition to likely consensus on a few noncontroversial multilateral elements of 
Doha, the alternatives include existing and future "plurilateral" trade agreements, new or revised regional trade 
agreements covering both goods and services, and liberalized national trade laws and regulations in the WTO member 
nations. This book discusses the alternatives, which although less than ideal, may provide an impetus for continuing 
trade liberalization both among willing members and in some instances worldwide.

From the AuthorComments would be welcome: gantz@law.arizona.edu.nbsp; Periodic updates relating to the 
initiatives discussed in the book are available at law.arizona.edu/tradelaw/World_Trade_After_Doha.cfm.About the 
AuthorThe author is Samuel M. Fegtly Professor of Law at the University of Arizona, Rogers College of Law and 
director of the international trade and business law program there.nbsp; He is a graduate of Harvard College and 
Stanford Law School.nbsp; He is the author or co-author of four books and more than four dozen law review articles 
and book chapters on international trade and investment law, regional trade agreements and international 
environmental law. His faculty profile is availale at law.arizona.edu/faculty/facultyprofile.cfm?facultyid=41. 


