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Amy Stewart : Flower Confidential: The Good, the Bad, and the Beautiful before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Flower Confidential: The Good, the Bad, and the Beautiful:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great read- for PLS 06 at UCDBY Colton Kul bought this book for
Prof. Lieth's course at UC Davis. (PLS 06) The book was actually pretty interesting, coming from a chemistry major
who dislikes most biology subjects. There are chapters which frame the overall flower selling market, and other

chapters which go into depth about a single flower species (such aslilies) and overall the book makes you feel like a
flower expert by the end. | enjoyed Amy Stewart's journalism style writing; it really seemed like she traveled all over


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B003I1WY0C

the world in order to get some good juicy stories about flower businesses.|f you are looking for advice on PLS 06, you
can really pass the class without ever opening the book if you are agood test taker. | wouldn't advise doing this,
because without this book you really won't learn much besides Prof. Lieth's lectures. I'd recommend going ahead of
the class schedul e for reading chapters and just knock out this whole book in afew sittings. Amy Stewart has good
flow and it never really felt like she dragged on. It's nice that Prof. Lieth chose this book as opposed to a textbook,
because it reads like a story.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Every flower has a storyBy J.
RodinaThis is afascinating book! I've never been an avid consumer of cut flowers, but | do enjoy plants and
gardening. | heard an interview with the author on NPR afew years ago, was mesmerized, and this book has been on
my to-read list ever since. It was worth the wait! | can honestly say that | will never look at a cut flower, apre-
packaged bouquet, and especially arose, in the same way again. The story of the propagation, the selling and
marketing is riveting.l knew large greenhouses existed, but the exact science, the exact control to produce the most
perfect flowers available is something | wasignorant of. | aso assumed that the flowers | buy in the grocery store were
flowers as nature created them, not scientifically created perfections-upon-nature. It'struly astonishing the time,
energy, and money that isfunneled into what are simply flowers, but actually quite an economic powerhouse.While it
may be easy to condemn these greenhouse freaks of nature, the author shows us they are just as beautiful, stunning,
fragile, and glorious as the wildflowersin the field.l learned alot from this book, but even more, | gained an immense
appreciation of the flower industry and the travels and travails of every single cut flower stem that will enter into my
life. Highly recommended.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Spellbinding...A must read for flower
lovers.By C. Loweryl purchased the Kindle edition of Flower Confidential after seeing Amy Stewart featured on the
PBS specia "The Botony of Desire". Fascinated by her insights on the tulip trade on the 17th century, | found her
book and have had a very difficult time putting it down! Itistruly aterrific read. | find Ms. Stewart's writing style very
smooth and even paced. Granted, like many of the reviewers here, | have spent time in the industry (in my case asa
designer for severa years), so | may have been predispositioned to enjoy this book; but | know that even "laypeople”
will come away with new found knowledge and an appreciation for this often overlooked industry. Definately worth a

try!

Award-winning author Amy Stewart takes readers on an around-the-world, behind-the-scenes ook at the flower
industry and how it has soughtmdash;for better or worsemdash;to achieve perfection. She tracks down the hybridizers,
geneticists, farmers, and florists working to invent, manufacture, and sell flowers that are bigger, brighter, and sturdier
than anything nature can provide. There's a scientist intent on developing the first genetically modified blue rose; an
eccentric horitcultural legend who created the most popular lily; a breeder of gerberas of every color imaginable; and
an Ecuadorean farmer growing exquisite roses, the floral equivalent of a Tiffany diamond. And, at every turn she
discovers the startling intersection of nature and technology, of sentiment and commerce.



