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John Nici : Famous Works of Artmdash;And How They Got That Way  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Famous Works of Artmdash;And How They Got That Way: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Necessary addition to your library collection.By DylanWow, 
something needs to be said about the breadth of knowledge this author possesses. There are 20 works discussed in 
total, with the first having been carved in the year 2500 BC and the last having been conceived in 1981. It takes a 
dedicated individual to become proficient in this wide range of history. And to then comprehensively reciprocate what 
was learned into an engaging, yet concise explanation for the book's readers is an enviable skill writers of today 
regrettably lack.This is sure to be a treat for the rising art historians amongst you who want to impress your family and 
friends. Now you will be able to relieve any exhausted tour guide of his or her duties, and become the one who 
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captures the massive crowd's attention that surround some of the world's most famous--but least well known--pieces of 
art with your newfound knowledge.What particularly sold me on this read, however, were the stunningly beautiful, 
color photos of each of the 20 works. This is an inclusion that some art historic literature sorely misses.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. An entertaining and educational read! Recommended for anyone who likes artBy 
JakeI love this book! It provides you with the backstory of many of the most famous works of art, like king tut's 
tomb!What's great about this book is that you can pick it up, find a work of art you are curious about and learn about 
the, often comical, history of the world's most famous art. In fact many friends have come over, seen the book, and 
done just that! You don't need to know anything about art history to enjoy this book. John Nici's writing is full of facts 
and details, and writes in an entertaining and enjoyable style.Overall, I highly recommend this book for anyone 
interested in art, and even as a book to have around the house for guests to pick up.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. And Now You Know...the Rest of the Story!By Mike O'ConnorJohn Nici's FAMOUS WORKS OF 
ART - AND HOW THEY GOT THAT WAY takes an enormously entertaining look at the back story of 20 art 
masterpieces. He examines how they came to be, their initial reception, how they grew to be so renowned and if they 
deserved their exalted status. A 2015 Rowman Littlefield release, Nici's book is a fascinating examination of artwork 
over the centuries.Nici casts a wide net in his book, examining such pieces as Van Gogh's STARRY NIGHT, 
Raphael's SISTINE MADONNA, Rodin's THE THINKER, da Vinci's MONA LISA, Wood's AMERICAN GOTHIC, 
Leutze's WASHINGTON CROSSSING THE DELAWARE, Botticelli's BIRTH OF VENUS and Munch's THE 
SCREAM along with the Great Sphinx, the Parthenon Sculptures, King Tut's Tomb and the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. Each masterpiece rates its own chapter, which provides a well-illustrated, in-depth summary of the 'life and 
times' of each artwork in question.Since my knowledge of art is uneven at best, I found FAMOUS WORKS OF ART - 
AND HOW THEY GOT THAT WAY a fascinating and informative survey of some well-known artworks...and a 
great read to boot. Recommended.

In a world filled with great museums and great paintings, Leonardo da Vincirsquo;s Mona Lisa is the reigning queen. 
Her portrait rules over a carefully designed salon, one that was made especially for her in a museum that may seem 
intended for no other purpose than to showcase her virtues. What has made this portrait so renowned, commanding 
such adoration? And what of other works of art that continue to enthrall spectators: What makes the Great Sphinx so 
great? Why do iterations of The Scream and American Gothic permeate nearly all aspects of popular culture? Is it 
because of the mastery of the artists who created them? Or can something else account for their popularity? In Famous 
Works of Artmdash;And How They Got That Way, John B. Nici looks at twenty well-known paintings, sculptures, 
and photographs that have left lasting impressions on the general public. As Nici notes, there are many reasons why 
works of art become famous; few have anything to do with quality. The author explains why the reputations of some 
creations have grown over the years, some disproportionate to their artistic value. Written in a style that is both 
entertaining and informative, this book explains how fame is achieved, and ultimately how a work either retains that 
fame, or passes from the public consciousness.From ancient artifacts to a can of soup, this book raises the question: 
Did the talent to promote and publicize a work exceed the skills employed to create that object of worship? Or are 
some masterpieces truly worth the admiration they receive? The creations covered in this book include the Tomb of 
Tutankhamun, Botticellirsquo;s Birth of Venus, Raphaelrsquo;s Sistine Madonna, El Grecorsquo;s The Burial of 
Count Orgaz, Rodinrsquo;s The Thinker, Van Goghrsquo;s Starry Night, and Picassorsquo;s Guernica. Featuring more 
than sixty images, including color reproductions, Famous Works of Artmdash;And How They Got That Way will 
appeal to anyone who has ever wondered if a great painting, sculpture, or photograph, really deserves to be called 
ldquo;great.rdquo;

Art historian Nici considers some of the worldrsquo;s most revered pieces of art and the 'peculiarmdash;and often 
inexplicable' circumstances that contributed to their current significance. These include the 1922 discovery of the 
ancient Egyptian tomb of King Tutankhamun, which benefited from press coverage stimulating the publicrsquo;s 
interest, and the steady rise in prominence of Leonardo da Vincirsquo;s Mona Lisa over centuries, further enhanced by 
its 1911 theft. The statue Winged Victory sat in the Louvre 'friendless and unnoticed' before a mere change in location 
to the grand central staircase made it a visitor favorite. Nici outlines the controversy surrounding Manetrsquo;s 
Luncheon on the Grass, criticized by the stodgy French Salon, but lauded by more liberal impressionists. Van Gogh is 
lionized for his cult of personality and tortured history boldly on display in Starry Night, and Grant Woodrsquo;s 
American Gothic is noted for its 'ambiguity of form and interpretation,' evident in arguments over the artistrsquo;s 
sincerity. Nici also recalls Andy Warholrsquo;s explosion into celebrity via the Campbellrsquo;s soup prints and the 
multiple controversies surrounding the construction of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, designed by 21-year-old Yale 
undergraduate Maya Lin. Viewing the artistic material through the angle of fame is a unique approach and Nici 
provides ample and accessible theory, interpretation, and historical context to make this an interesting and educational 
read. (Publishers Weekly)'Why do certain works of art sustain or lose their fame?' asks Nici (professor of art history at 
Queens College, in Flushing, New York) in the introduction to his study of 20 iconic photographs, paintings, and 



sculptures. The answer makes for a fascinating look at the content and context of such works as the Great Sphinx, 
Botticelli's The Birth of Venus, Manet's Luncheon on the Grass, Dorothea Lange's Migrant Mother, Andy Warhol's 
Campbell's Soup, and the rest. For each work examined, there is a detailed description and a thorough accounting of its 
contemporary reception and subsequent reputation. Among the more than 60 images included are a number of color 
reproductions. Over and over, we read that the reputation of a particular 'masterpiece' often has less to do with its 
artistic quality and more to do with the success of its publicity and promotion. Any one of these 20 chapters would 
make a lively and engaging lecture in art history; all of them should be required reading for anyone who has ever 
visited an art museum. (Booklist)True adventures in art historymdash;who knew that wanton destruction, theft, forgery 
and the contempt of critics were prime ingredients for making works of art famous? John Nicirsquo;s book is a terrific 
read, entertaining and erudite. (Michael Findlay, author of The Value of Art)This is not just another art history book! 
Well-researched and accessible to a broad readership, Famous Works of Artmdash;And How They Got That Way 
examines 4500 years of fine art, sculpture and photography. Far from a dry read, Nicirsquo;s twenty case studies 
vividly capture the post-creation life of each object by exploring the triangulation among the works, their meanings, 
and their cultural reception. The text further problematizes the notion of the masterpiece amid genius, fame, 
reputation, and value. After reading it, you may (even) think again before taking a selfie in front of a masterpiece and 
posting it to social media! (Juilee Decker, Associate Professor, Museum Studies, Rochester Institute of 
Technology)Well crafted and highly readable. John Nici gives an insightful overview of many factors impacting the 
fame of works of art throughout the ages. The ldquo;masterpiecesrdquo; range from a long span of history and reflect 
changing attitudes over the broad spectrum of time. Famous Works of Art will cause you to think deeply about the 
many paths to fame. This book provides an intriguing exploration of the fickle nature of perseverance vs. obscurity 
wrought by the passage of time and taste. (Dr. Carey Rote, Professor of Art History, Texas A M University-Corpus 
Christi)John Nicirsquo;s fun and fascinating text delves into the heart of how and why certain objects, often ones that 
were criticized in their own eras, become celebrated. Ultimately, Nici explores the nature of and causes for the popular 
renown of painting, sculpture, and photography. Nicirsquo;s delectable prose will be enjoyed by the specialist, the 
amateur, those who are new to art history, and anyone who has ever asked themselves or their professor, "Why is that 
famous?" (Caterina Y. Pierre, Professor of Art History, City University of New York at Kingsborough)There are many 
reasons why works of art become famous; few have anything to do with quality. Art museums are filled with 
masterworks that are unknown to the general public. This book raises questions about how fame is achieved, and 
ultimately how a work either retains that fame, or passes from the public consciousness. The works of artmdash;which 
include sculptures, paintings, a photograph, and architecturemdash;examined in individual chapters are:The Great 
Sphinx Tomb of TutankhamenThe Parthenon SculpturesThe Apollo Belvedere Nike of Samothrace Birth of Venus by 
Botticelli Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci Sistine Madonna by Raphael The Burial of Count Orgaz by El 
GrecoAristotle Contemplating a Bust of Homer by RembrandtWashington Crossing the Delaware by Emanuel 
LeutzeLuncheon on the Grass by Edouard ManetThe Thinker by Auguste RodinStarry Night by Vincent Van 
GoghThe Scream by Edvard MunchAmerican Gothic by Grant WoodMigrant Mother by Dorothea LangeGuernica by 
Pablo PicassoCampbellrsquo;s Soup by Andy WarholThe Vietnam Veterans Memorial by Maya LinAbout the 
AuthorJohn Nici is a professor of art history at Queens College in Flushing, New York. 


