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Timothy Pachirat : Every Twelve Seconds: Industrialized Slaughter and the Politics of Sight (Yale Agrarian 
Studies Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Every 
Twelve Seconds: Industrialized Slaughter and the Politics of Sight (Yale Agrarian Studies Series): 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. A very readable, insightful explanation of how industrialized 
slaughter really worksBy 1541addisonIt starts out a bit dry and technical, but stay with it-- this true account of one 
man's experience in a typical large-scale (~2500 per day) cattle slaughterhouse and "processing" facility is insightful 
on many levels. It gives a very detailed account of exactly how these operations work, but for me what was the most 
eye-opening insights were those related to how complex the conflicts of interest are, and how they in turn make it 
impossible for either the USDA or the slaughterhouse workers to adequately monitor the quality of the "product" and 
the way the animals are treated. In addition, he infused his perspective with compassion for the people who work 
there, in addition to compassion for the animals. The way the reality of what is happening there has to be concealed 
even from the people who work there (by designing the building with lots of concealing walls, turns, etc) underscores 
how much that ignorance is required in order for people to do their jobs. The mental "compartmentalizing" of what 
they are doing reminds me of the same coping technique used by people working in the Nazi concentration camps. 
People do things they would never normally do when they mentally compartmentalize it and remove their focus from 
the suffering of the person or animal in front of them. It made it even more clear to me that the market for animal 
products must vanish in order for this insidious factory farming machine to come to a stop. And this books helps the 
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reader take the step of SEEING and KNOWING that is essential in order for pity, mercy and compassion to follow. 
May pity, mercy, and compassion truly follow for everyone who reads this book.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreat read for all meat eaters5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. 
Very important bookBy Seldy Cramer"Every Twelve Seconds" is a very important book. It is a well-written and 
gripping account of what exactly happens in a modern industrial slaughterhouse. It is absolutely horrifying - I really 
hope that word gets out about this great book. I also appreciate that it is not a long book and that it is so clearly 
written, with very helpful diagrams that I found myself constantly referring to.

This is an account of industrialized killing from a participantrsquo;s point of view. The author, political scientist 
Timothy Pachirat, was employed undercover for five months in a Great Plains slaughterhouse where 2,500 cattle were 
killed per daymdash;one every twelve seconds. Working in the cooler as a liver hanger, in the chutes as a cattle driver, 
and on the kill floor as a food-safety quality-control worker, Pachirat experienced firsthand the realities of 
thenbsp;work of killing in modern society. He uses those experiences to explore not only the slaughter industry but 
also how, as a society, we facilitate violent labor and hide away that which is too repugnant to contemplate.Through 
his vivid narrative and ethnographic approach, Pachirat brings to life massive, routine killing from the perspective of 
those who take part in it. He shows how surveillance and sequestration operate within the slaughterhouse and in its 
interactions with the community at large. He also considers how society is organized to distance and hide 
uncomfortable realities from view. With much to say about issues ranging from the sociology of violence and modern 
food production to animal rights and welfare, Every Twelve Secondsnbsp;is an important and disturbing work.


