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Weiwei Zhang : CHINA HORIZON, THE: GLORY AND DREAM OF A CIVILIZATIONAL STATE (0) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised CHINA HORIZON, 
THE: GLORY AND DREAM OF A CIVILIZATIONAL STATE (0): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Socialism with Chinese characteristicsBy Hande ZExpanding on his 
views in the previous volume of his trilogy (lsquo;The China Wave, 2012 World Century Publishing) Zhang presses 
on the theme that the Western democratic model is not only untenable for China, it is untenable even for the West. 
There are many areas in which one might debate at length, but this is not the kind of communist propaganda we had 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01GJ4VXS8


seen in the Cold War years. Zhang is an articulate intellectual and his studies are deep.In a debate with Francis 
Fukuyama, Zhang made the point that the American democratic model may produce a president worse than Bush. This 
alone may prompt a few Americans to read Zhang. Zhang says that under capitalism American political power lacks 
autonomy and neutrality. ldquo;moneytalkracyrsquo; he says leads to the expansion of interest groups and the 
diminishing of the individual.Ironically, the Chinese system has greater, and more importantly, public, checks and 
balances than the American one. The consequences are plain. Zhang cites innumerable examples throughout the book. 
If one pays US$500-1000 a month for medical insurance, she can assume that she will get prompt hospital care, and if 
she needs a transfusion in the night he need not pay for it, or that if she delivers a baby in hospital she would not have 
to pay for a couple of nightsrsquo; stay. Zhang says that is correct ndash; but only in China; one cannot get that in the 
USA.Zhang also points out the greater and more sustaining pension schemes in China compared to that in America. 
Citing statistics, Zhang points out that lsquo;in 2012 the murder rate in China was 0.8 per 100,000, lower than in Japan 
and Switzerland. In comparison, the US had a murder rate of 50 per 100,000 people, or 60 times that of 
Chinarsquo;.One of the characteristics that underlined the weakness of the American model is the lack of a spirit of 
lsquo;seeking truth from factsrsquo;. Once again, in the face of daily presidential tweets, many Americans may be 
interested to read more from Zhang. He predicts a new world order of socialism with Chinese characteristics. With 
globalisation in decline and Trump in power, Zhang may prove prescient yet again.

This is a book of China's own political narrative written by one of China's leading and best-known thinkers. It is the 
last part of the author's "China Trilogy", which is a best-seller in China, with over one million copies sold. The book in 
itself is a centerpiece of the unfolding debate within China on the nature and future of the country and how it compares 
with the West. It addresses a hugely important issue of the day, i.e., in what way China is overtaking or may overtake 
the United States as the world's preeminent power. The author provides an original and thought-provoking study on 
how China has managed, through its own development model, to catch up and even surpass, to various extents, the 
United States, in terms of gross GDP, net household assets and social protection.The book elaborates on how China 
has engaged itself in reshaping its institutions to ensure its smooth rise, drawing on the strengths of its own traditions, 
socialist legacies and elements from the West. It analyzes the weakness of the Western political institutions and 
discusses how China has developed its own institutional edge over the West. The author argues that as a civilizational 
state, China has evolved a logic of its own for development and its own political discourse which questions seriously 
many Western assumptions about democracy, good governance and universal values.The book recaptures the essence 
of China's past glory and discusses the horizon of the Chinese dream as well as how China should meet the various 
challenges ahead. It offers a unique and original perspective on the future of this coming superpower. Like The China 
Wave, this book is both discerning and provocative, and serves as a required reading for everyone concerned with the 
rise of China and its global implications.

From the Inside FlapThis is a book of China's own political narrative written by one of China's leading and best-
known thinkers. It is the last part of the author's "China Trilogy," which is a best-seller in China, with over one million 
copies sold. The book in itself is a centerpiece of the unfolding debate within China on the nature and future of the 
country and how it compares with the West. It addresses a hugely important issue of the day, i.e., in what way China is 
overtaking or may overtake the United States as the world's preeminent power. The author provides an original and 
thought-provoking study on how China has managed, through its own development model, to catch up and even 
surpass, to various extents, the United States, in terms of gross GDP, net household assets and social protection. The 
book elaborates on how China has engaged itself in reshaping its institutions to ensure its smooth rise, drawing on the 
strengths of its own traditions, socialist legacies and elements from the West. It analyzes the weakness of the Western 
political institutions and discusses how China has developed its own institutional edge over the West. The author 
argues that as a civilizational state, China has evolved a logic of its own for development and its own political 
discourse which questions seriously many Western assumptions about democracy, good governance and universal 
values. The book recaptures the essence of China's past glory and discusses the horizon of the Chinese dream as well 
as how China should meet the various challenges ahead. It offers a unique and original perspective on the future of this 
coming superpower. Like The China Wave, this book is both discerning and provocative, and serves as a required 
reading for everyone concerned with the rise of China and its global implications.About the AuthorZHANG Weiwei is 
a distinguished professor of international relations at Fudan University, China, and concurrently the Director of the 
Center for China Development Model Research at Fudan University and the Director of the Institute of China Studies 
at the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. He holds a PhD in International Relations from the University of 
Geneva. A former visiting fellow at Oxford University, he was professor of international relations at the Geneva 
School of Diplomacy and International Relations and senior research fellow at the Center for Asian Studies, 
University of Geneva. He worked as a senior English interpreter for Deng Xiaoping and other Chinese leaders in the 
mid-1980s. He has travelled to over 100 countries. His main publications include Ideology and Economic Reform 
under Deng Xiaoping (Kegan Paul, London, 1996), Transforming China: Economic Reform and Its Political 



Implications (Macmillan, London and St. Martins, New York, 2000), Reshaping Cross-Strait Relations: Ideas and 
Reflections (CAS, Geneva, 2006) and the "China Trilogy" (published by Shanghai People's Press) of Zhongguo 
Chudong (The China Ripple), Zhongguo Zhenhan (The China Wave: Rise of a Civilizational State, English edition by 
World Century, New Jersey, 2012) and Zhongguo Chaoyue (The China Horizon), which won many prestigious prizes 
in China. He has written extensively in Chinese and English on China's political and economic reforms, the China 
model of development, China's foreign policy and comparative politics. 


