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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Its okayBy DiogenesOut of date material.2 of 19 people found the 
following review helpful. incomprehensibleBy A Customera feast of inspirational ideas and theories hidden in an 
incomprehensible text.14 of 26 people found the following review helpful. Dominant mind in IPEBy A CustomerIn 
this offering Samir solidifies his position in the field of IPE. Center/periphery polarization is concomitant with an 
antidemocratic constuction of a global political system that subverts the once auto-centerd nation state. By virtue of 
the five monopolies, the West has controlled both the political and economic development of the world and given rise 
to a market economy that, in collusion with the political sphere, has subverted political rights and powers to the 
advantage of capital and its minnions. Hope can only be found when democratic and auto-centered political influence 
reigns in it's bastard son- the market, and defines it's parameters.

Samir Amin remains one of the world's most influential thinkers about the changing nature of North-South relations in 
the development of contemporary capitalism. In this highly prescient book, originally published in 1997, he provides a 
powerful analysis of the new unilateral capitalist era following the collapse of the Soviet model, and the apparent 
triumph of the market and globalization.Amin's innovative analysis charts the rise of ethnicity and fundamentalism as 
consequences of the failure of ruling classes in the South to counter the exploitative terms of globalization. This has 
had profound implications and continues to resonate today. Furthermore, his deconstruction of the Bretton Woods 
institutions as managerial mechanisms which protect the profitability of capital provides an important insight into the 
continued difficulties in reforming them. Amin's rejection of the apparent inevitability of globalization in its present 
polarising form is particularly prophetic - instead he asserts the need for each society to negotiate the terms of its inter-
dependence with the rest of the global economy.A landmark work by a key contemporary thinker.

'Amin's global intellectual reach enables him to deal with a wide variety of issues with magnificent ease and 
simplicity' - International Journal of Middle East Studies 'This world-class economist is a serious Nobel Prize 
contender' - Economic Development and Social Change 'An easily accessible sampling of this pioneering analyst's 
reflections about the dynamics of late twentieth century capitalism and its implication for poor countries and poor 
people' - Solon Barraclough, Senior Consultant, UNRISDAbout the AuthorSamir Amin is one of the world's foremost 
radical thinkers. He has been Director of the United Nations African Institute for Planning, Director of the Third 
World Forum in Dakar, Senegal and was a co-founder of the World Forum for Alternatives. 


