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1890-1939 (SUNY series in Israeli Studies): 

Multidisciplinary study of the citrus industry in Palestine before World War II.The citrus industry of Palestine has 
often been associated with the myths and ideals of the Labor Movement and its Zionist-Socialist ideology. The Jaffa 
orange, like the young pioneer and the collective kibbutz, was emblematic of a colonizing meta-narrative that 
marginalized or even denounced the private entrepreneursmdash;both Arabs and Jewsmdash;who were the true 
founders and proponents of the flourishing citrus industry in Palestine. California Dreaming reveals that these private 
entrepreneurs regarded the California citrus industry as their primary model of emulation. Utilizing an innovative 
multidisciplinary approach, Nahum Karlinsky vividly reconstructs the social fabric, economic structure, and 
ideological tenets of the Jewish citrus industry of Palestine in the early twentieth century. Also accentuated is the role 
of Palestinian-Arab citrus growers, whose industry predated that of their Jewish counterparts, and the complex 
relationship between the two national sectors that operated side by side.Nahum Karlinsky is Senior Lecturer at Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev, Israel.

"This English-language edition of Karlinsky's valuable study of the development of the citrus industry in Palestine 
deserves a wide readership. Historians of the Middle East will learn from his detailed analysis of the ideologies and 
technologies of Jewish and Arab growers. The book also merits attention from historians of the American West, who 
will understand anew the global reach of California culture."About the AuthorNahum Karlinsky is Senior Lecturer at 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel. 


