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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy steve clarkGood insight on US policies.2 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. Banana Wars: Power, Production, and History in the Americas.....By DragonThe 
book is very well written. It is amazing how the importation of bananas has affected life in this country; the rest of the 
world, also.The book is worth reading if only as a tutorial on what corporate power does when it is not bound by laws, 
customs, or tradition. Corporations use people like Kleenex and throw them away. They buy governments when they 
can. They call in the CIA to replace governments that are friendly to the people.Corporations once did the same things 
in this country. It is only because of organized resistance that they don't do that now.9 of 16 people found the 
following review helpful. BananasBy ChrisThis book is well researched and very informative. A few of the essays 
were a little boring to me but the rest more than make up for it. My favorites were by Cindy Forster, Steve Striffler and 
the conclusion essay (who I forget already the writer) are excellent. These essays give you a look at not only the 
industry but the people involved and how a single funny fruit has shaped many peoples' way of life. This book is also 
interesting for the history about how a corporation can care for nothing but money and short change people, their 
governments and the environment as a way of doing profitable business. I gained a lot of information on how 
corporations as businessmen do not make wise farmers. I learned quite a bit else but I'll just say I recommend starting 
with Striffler's essay because it reads as a really good story.

Over the past century, the banana industry has radically transformed Latin America and the Caribbean and become a 
major site of United Statesndash;Latin American interaction. Banana Wars is a history of the Americas told through 
the cultural, political, economic, and agricultural processes that brought bananas from the forests of Latin America and 
the Caribbean to the breakfast tables of the United States and Europe. The first book to examine these processes in all 
the western hemisphere regions where bananas are grown for sale abroad, Banana Wars advances the growing body of 
scholarship focusing on export commodities from historical and social scientific perspectives.Bringing together the 
work of anthropologists, sociologists, economists, historians, and geographers, this collection reveals how the banana 
industry marshaled workers of differing nationalities, ethnicities, and languages and, in so doing, created 
unprecedented potential for conflict throughout Latin American and the Caribbean. The frequently abusive conditions 
that banana workers experienced, the contributors point out, gave rise to one of Latin Americarsquo;s earliest and most 
militant labor movements. Responding to both the demands of workersrsquo; organizations and the power of U.S. 
capital, Latin American governments were inevitably affected by banana production. Banana Wars explores how these 
governments sometimes asserted their sovereignty over foreign fruit companies, but more often became their willing 
accomplices. With several essays focusing on the operations of the extraordinarily powerful United Fruit Company, 
the collection also examines the strategies and reactions of the American and European corporations seeking to profit 
from the sale of bananas grown by people of different cultures working in varied agricultural and economic 
environments.ContributorsPhilippe BourgoisMarcelo BucheliDario EuraqueCindy ForsterLawrence GrossmanMark 
MobergLaura T. RaynoldsKarla SlocumJohn SoluriSteve StrifflerAllen Wells

ldquo;As the first tropical fruit to fit into both a middle-class U.S. breakfast and a workingmanrsquo;s lunchbox, 
bananasmdash;yellow, soft, and innocentmdash;were a slightly comical, faintly suspect, always welcome by-product 
of the Yankee imperial reach. These essays illuminate some of the geopolitical, environmental, and human costs of the 
bananarsquo;s enormous everyday popularity.rdquo;mdash;Sidney Mintz, author of Tasting Food, Tasting Freedom: 
Excursions into Eating, Culture, and the Past 


